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Prosperity takes a turn due north
North College Avenue getting much awaited updates, traffic

By Pat Ferrier
PatFerrier@coloradoan.com

Frank and Mary Perez settle into a booth at Pobre Pancho’s as the lunch crowd dissipates and a
temporary quiet falls over the dining room.

Outside, traffic thunders by the North College Avenue restaurant. Behind it, rumbling bulldozers
and excavators exacerbate the noise.

With $100 million in construction projects under way along North College Avenue, including the
$40 million North College Marketplace behind Perez’s restaurant, the commotion is the sound of
prosperity.

“This is the best thing to happen to north Fort Collins,” said Frank Perez, owner of Pobre
Pancho’s for more than 40 years.

Separated physically by the Poudre River and emotionally by perception, North Fort Collins is on
the brink of prosperity it has long hoped for and long been promised; prosperity that evaded it for
decades while the rest of Fort Collins thrived.

“It's about time,” Mary Perez said. “Everything was going south for the longest time.”

Charting a course

Using about $13 million in tax increment financing authorized under the Urban Renewal Authority,
North Fort Collins is looking forward: new homes, jobs, shopping and streetscapes that northside
residents hope will provide a seamless transition between Old Town and their neighborhoods on
the other side of the river.

Credit the revival to a group of business owners who formed the North Fort Collins Business
Association in the mid-"90s and refused to go away.

Credit a City Council that in 2004 made the North College Corridor the first project under a
previously under-utilized URA it created 12 years earlier and that invested $10 million in shrinking
a floodplain that had hindered development.

And, credit city residents who authorized a quarter-cent Building on Basics tax in 2004 that
provided more than $4 million in seed money for road improvements along North College
Avenue.

“People cannot begin to comprehend how detrimental the Dry Creek floodplain was to northern
development,” said Karen Weitkunat, a former northside business owner and former City



